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To:  The Honorable Scott Y. Nishimoto, Chair 

and Members of the House Committee on Judiciary 
 
Date:  Wednesday, March 21, 2018 
Time:  2:15 P.M. 
Place:   Conference Room 325, State Capitol 
 
From:  Linda Chu Takayama, Director 
  Department of Taxation 
 

Re: S.B. 2346, S.D. 2, Relating to Address Confidentiality 
 

 The Department of Taxation (Department) appreciates the intent of S.B. 2346, S.D. 2, 
and offers the following comments for the Committee's consideration. 
 
 S.B. 2346, S.D. 2, establishes the address confidentiality program which provides a 
substitute address for victims of abuse to use whenever an address is required for public records.  
The measure has a defective effective date of  July 1, 2050. 
 
 The Senate Committee on Judiciary made an amendment to this measure at the 
Department's suggestion. The Department appreciates the consideration of its testimony and 
notes that it can implement this measure as currently drafted, provided a functional effective date 
is inserted. 
 
 Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments. 







 
 
March 19, 2018 
 

To:   Hawaii State House Committee on Judiciary 
Hearing Date/Time: Wednesday, March 21, 2018 (2:15 pm) 
Place:   Hawaii State Capitol, Rm. 325 
Re: Testimony in support of SB2346 SD2 
 

Dear Representative Scott Nishimoto (Chair), Representative Joy A. San 
Buenaventura (Vice Chair) and Members of the Committee, 
 I am grateful for this opportunity to testify in strong support of S.B. 2346 S.D. 2, 
relating to address confidentiality of gender violence survivors (specifically of domestic 
violence, sexual assault, and stalking, each of them, serious crimes). The ability to use a 
substitute legal address is key to the safety of survivors. 
 My testimony is on behalf of the approximately 400 members of the American 
Association of University Women (AAUW) in Hawaii, who list gender-based violence as 
an important current concern.  
 This submission is informed by many years of work in the field of domestic 
violence, and research conducted with survivors of intimate partner violence. In addition, 
when I lived in New Zealand, I managed a 24-hour, 7-days/week domestic violence 
hotline, and trained Advocates for Women to respond skillfully and empathetically to 
survivors of violence. At many times, we worked with police, courts, and other service 
agencies on behalf of survivors. At that time, New Zealand had address confidentiality, 
and it was an essential strand of police and court policy for maintaining survivors’ safety. 
Providing this service for victims of violence is important since the ultimate penalty for 
survivors, and family members, who are located by violent perpetrators is death or 
serious injury. 
 It should also be noted that in the USA, many other states (currently 30+) have 
enacted similar types of programs since the early 1990s. Given that we now have 25 
years of data indicated the success of these laws for diminishing violence towards adults 
and children, the time seems ripe for moving S.B. 2346 S.D. 2 into Hawaiian law. It 
should also be ensured that the application form should be of a straightforward nature, so 
that an individual may apply for this service on her own, without requiring a lawyer’s 
assistance. 
 In conclusion, passage of S.B. 2346 S.D. 2 is an important step in improving 
justice for women.  
 Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 
 
Sincerely 
Susan J. Wurtzburg   , Ph.D. 
Policy Chair 
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Javier Mendez-Alvarez Individual Support No 
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Position 

Present at 
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Lea Minton Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I support SB2346 with the amendments proposed by the Sex Abuse Treatment Center.  
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Melodie Aduja 

Oahu County 
Committee on 

Legislative Priorities of 
the Democratic Party of 

Hawai'i 

Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
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